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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SIR: 

This IDS is submitted herewith pursuant to 37 CFR. §1.97-1.98 and includes the following: 

X A listing of the references on PTO-1449. 

X A copy of references which have come to applicant's attention. 

JK Note: this application was filed or entered the national stage after June 30, 2003 so 

copies of the US patent(s) and/or published application(s) are not enclosed/required. 
A copy of a corresponding foreign Search Report which explains the relevance of the 
references noted therein. 
_ A separate explanation of relevance. 

Please note the following particulars concerning the filing of this IDS: 

This IDS is filed within three months of the filing date of a national application other than a 
CPA, or within three months of the date of entry into the national stage as set forth in 37 
CFR. §1.491 in an international application, or before the mailing date of a first Office Action 
on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a request for 
continued examination, whichever event occurs last. 

This IDS is filed after a first action, but before a final action, allowance, or any other action 
which closes prosecution, and: 

is accompanied by a check in the amount of $180.00 required by 37 CFR. §1 .17(p). 

or 

I hereby state that each item of information contained in this IDS was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of this IDS. 

I hereby state that no item of information in this IDS herewith was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to 
my knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated 
in 37 CFR. §1. 56(c) more than 3 months prior to the filing of this IDS. 

An appropriate statement is attached. 
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This IDS is filed aft r a final action or allowance, but on/ before payment of the issue fee, and: 
is accompanied by a check in the amount of $180.00 required by 37 CFR. §1.1 7(p). 

and 

I hereby state that each item of information contained in this IDS was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of this IDS. 

I hereby state that no item of information in this IDS herewith was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to 
my knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated 
in 37 CFR. §1 .56(c) more than 3 months prior to the filing of this IDS. 

An appropriate statement is attached. 
This IDS is being filed pursuant to 37 CFR. §1.97(i), for placement in the file. 



X If no check is enclosed and a fee is due in connection with this communication or if the check 
enclosed is insufficient, the Commissioner is authorized to charge any fee or additional fee 
due with this communication to Deposit Account No. 12-0555. 



By: Marvin Petry 
Registration No.: 22752 

LARSON & TAYLOR, PLC • 1 199 North Fairfax St. • Suite 900 • Alexandria, VA 22314 
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Application # 
Confirmation # 
Filing Date 
First Inventor 
Art Unit 
Examiner 
Docket # 



10/676,064 

October 2, 2003 
ROSS 



P08035US00/MP 



PATENT DOCUMENTS 



CXam. 

Initial* 


L/ocumem ino. 
Number - Kind 


ruDiicaiion uate 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Name 

Patentee or Annlicant 


Relevance 

PaQQariAC nr FimirPQ 




2002/0004683 


01-20-2002 


Michptann 






2002/0045896 


04-18-2002 


Michelson 






D440.31 1 


04-10-2001 


Michelson 






D449.692 


10-23-2001 


Michelson 






4,288,902 


05-15-1981 


Franz 






5,364,399 


11-15-1994 


Lowery et al. 






5,549,612 


08-27-1996 


Yapp et al. 






5,931,838 


08-03-1999 


Vito 






5,954,722 


09-21-1999 


Bono 






6,193,721 


02-27-2001 


Michelson 






6,224,602 


05-01-2001 


Hayes 






6,235,034 


05-22-2001 


Bray 






6,331,179 


12-18-2001 


Freid et al. 






6,383,186 


05-07-2002 


Michelson 






6,454,771 


09-24-2002 


Michelson 





NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



Exam. 
Initial* 



Include NAME of the author (in CAPS), Title of Article/Item, Date, Page(s), Volume-Issue 
No., Publisher, City and/or Country where published 



Trans- 
lation 



Encore Medical Corporation Brochure, SECUPLATE® Anterior Cervical Plate, 
2001 



SURGICAL DYNAMICS Brochure, Anterior Cervical Plating System, cover page 
through p. 10, prior to September of 2002 



SOFAMOR DANEK USA Brochure, ATLANTIS anterior cervical plate system, 
1998 



BLACKSTONE MEDICAL INC. Brochure, Blackstone Anterior Cervical Plate, 
prior to September of 2002 



ALPHATEC Manufacturing, Inc. Brochure, DELTALOC Anterior Cervical Plate 
System, prior to September of 2002 



Codman Johnson & Johnson Professional, Inc. Brochure, CODMAN® 
ANTERIOR CERVICAL PLATE SYSTEM, prior to September of 2002 



Medtronic Sofamor Danek. - ZEPHIR Anterior Cervical Plate System: Features 
and Benefits - prior to September of 2002 

Access: <http://www.spineuniverse.com/displayarticle.php/article718.html> 



SOFAMOR DANEK USA Brochure, ORION Anterior Cervical Plate System, 
1999 



Examiner Signature 




Date Considered 





Examiner: Initial if considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP §609. Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 



